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decessors   the   Komans,  so I am   sure   our  luxury and
extravagance are too.

What do you think of a winter Eanelagh2 erecting in
Oxford Boad, at the expense of sixty thousand pounds?
The new bank, including the value of the ground, and of
the houses demolished to make room for it, will cost three
hundred thousand; and erected, as my Lady Townley8
says, % sober citizens too I I have touched before to you on
the incredible profusion of our young men of fashion. I
know a younger brother who literally gives a flower-woman
half a guinea every morning for a bunch of roses for the
nosegay in his button-hole. There has lately been an
auction of stuffed birds ; and, as natural history is in
fashion, there are physicians and others who paid forty
and fifty guineas for a single Chinese pheasant: you may
buy a live one for five. After this, it is not extraordinary
that pictures should be dear. We have at present three
exhibitions. One West4, who paints history in the taste
of Poussin, gets three hundred pounds for a piece not too
large to hang over a chimney. He has merit, but is hard
and heavy, and far unworthy of such prices. The rage
to see these exhibitions is so great, that sometimes one
cannot pass through the streets where they are. But it is
incredible what sums are raised by mere exhibitions of
anything; a new fashion, and to enter at which you pay
a shilling or half a crown. Another rage is for prints of
English portraits: I" have been collecting them above thirty
years, and originally never gave for a mezzotinto above
one or two shillings. The lowest are now a crown; most,
from half a guinea to a guinea. Lately, I assisted a clergy-
man 5 in compiling a catalogue of them; since the publica-

3 The Pantheon.    Walpofa                   * Benjamin West (1738-1820),     _

3 In the comedy of the Provoked         5 Mr. Granger's work is entitled
Husband.    Walpole.                               BiograpUcal History.   WatpoU.    pole.
